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Most hummingbirds in Florida are Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds but a small number of other species can 
be found most winters. Rufous Hummingbirds and 
Black-chinned Hummingbirds can be found wintering in 
Central Florida every year. Allen’s, Bu�-bellied and Calliope 
Hummingbirds have been found here during recent 
winters.  

Five other species have been recorded in North Florida 
and �ve additional species have been recorded in our 
neighboring Gulf States. Most of these species are very 
similar and require close observation to di�erentiate.

Hummingbirds may be found throughout Florida 
year-round although distribution may be very local and 
relative abundance may be seasonal. They breed more 
commonly  north of Tampa, and winter to the south. 

Breeding season is between March and July. Wintering 
residents may be found between October and March with 
new birds showing up throughout that time frame. These 
birds will return to a yard or feeder on a regular basis.

During migration, birds may show up anywhere as they 
pass through on their way north (March – May) or south 
(August – October).
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Additional information:
www.Floridahummingbirds.net                                      
On Facebook: Hummingbirds in Florida
www.TampaAudubon.org
Photos by Roger Newell

Feeders are recommended for attracting resident humming-
birds. Feeder usage is learned so the best feeder may 
depend on individual bird’s preference. Choose one that you 
can keep clean! Make a solution of 1 part sugar to 4 parts 
water; boil 30 seconds, cool and keep refrigerated! No red 
coloring is needed. Fill feeders with a minimal amount of 
solution and change it out every 2-3 days. Clean the feeder 
regularly with hot water before the solution becomes 
cloudy or moldy. 

Hummingbirds are very territorial and will chase others 
from their food source.  Place feeders in locations where you 
can observe them but also in locations that are not in line of 
sight from each other. An aggressive hummingbird can 
chase all others away if all feeding areas are visible from one 
perch. Ant moats are recommended as a means to prevent 
ants from getting into feeders. Moats are cups �lled with 
water that hang between the feeder and hanger. Since ants 
can’t swim, the moat blocks their passage to the feeder.

FEEDERS

PLANTS
Typically, hummingbirds feed at tubular �owers. Red is often 
favored but they are not restricted to that color. Several 
preferred plants easily found at nurseries would include: 
Pentas, Salvias/Sages, Shrimp Plants, Honeysuckle, Porter-
weeds, Firecracker Flower (Russelia), Powderpu�, Bottlebrush, 
Firebush, and Turks Cap. 

Some harder to �nd, excellent plants would include: 
Firespikes, Flowering Maple and Chinese Hat. Choose plants 
that bloom when you see hummingbirds.
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