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            GENERAL MEETING—February 7 
Hillsborough County UF Extension Conference Center, 5339 CR 579, Seffner          

        6 PM Photo Club ~ 7:00 PM  Potluck dinner ~ 7:30 PM Meeting and Program   
Bringing a dish to pass is optional. 

Speaker—Dr. Andy Kra er 
 

Seabirding in Alachua County?  The  
Cross‐Florida Common Loon Migra on 

In the late 1990s Rex Rowan sent an email aler ng us Gaines-
ville birders that late March and early April were good mes 
to look for migra ng Common Loons.  Loons are by and large 
coastal migrants so I thought Alachua County was odd choice 
for watching for migrants, but decided to try to get a loon on 
my yard list.  In spring 2000, I saw nine loons flying over my 
yard.  I con nued to have incidental sigh ngs the next few 
years, so in 2003, I began to systema cally count loons and 
learn about this inland migra on.  I have con nued ever 
since, and have now counted 5000 migra ng loons, with as 
many as 180 in a single day.  This research has led to the dis-
covery of an in-
land migratory 
pathway that 
1000s of Com-
mon Loons use 
every year. 

   

Andy Kra er is 
the Collec ons Manager of Birds at the Florida Museum of 
Natural History, at the University of Florida. He received his 
Ph.D. from Louisiana State University in 1995. For his disser-
ta on, he studied the suite of bird species that are special-
ized on bamboo thickets in southwestern Amazonia.  He has 
a M.A. from UCLA, and did his B.A. at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara.  He serves on numerous ornithological 
commi ees, including the American Ornithological Society’s 
North American Classifica on Commi ee (“check-list com-
mi ee”), the American Birding Associa on Checklist Com-
mi ee, and he chairs the Florida Ornithological Society’s Rare 
Bird commi ee. He is compiler of the Gainesville CBC. 

The Avocet 

Tampa Audubon Society, PO Box 320025, Tampa, FL 33679 

TAS North—Open to Everyone! 

February 11:  Speaker:  Pam DeNeve, Edu-
cator, Circle B Bar Reserve, on  GOPHER 
TORTOISES with guest “Polly” the three 
legged gopher tortoise 

Second Mondays, Sept through May, from 
11 am to noon.   

   Concordia Village, 4100 E Fletcher Ave. 

Mee ngs are usually in the Crystal Dining Room.  
Please let Pat Lewis know if you plan to come, 
just so she can no fy Concordia of how many 
people to expect.  Free parking.  And you're    
welcome to stay for lunch in their dining room. 

Jan 23, 6:30 pm  

Tampa Bay History Center 

 

Saving Florida: Women’s Fight for the   
Environment in the Twen eth Century 

 
Dr. Leslie Poole is assistant professor of environ-
mental studies at Rollins College in Winter Park, 
Fla. A fourth-genera on Floridian who grew up in 
Tampa, Poole’s work as an environmental histori-
an focuses on how women worked together in 
grassroots efforts to preserve and improve Flori-
da’s natural resources with ac ons that included 
crea ng the first state park, figh ng for be er 
forestry, saving birds and endangered species, 
and running environmental agencies. 

AllAboutBirds.org, B. Sullivan 



UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 

On  most trips we have bin-
oculars to loan, so don’t hes-
itate to come! Unless other-
wise indicated field trips do 
not require advance regis-
tra on.  Most are free.    
Everyone is welcome!  As 
always, check the TAS website for details.   
 
 See  leader list on the next page for contact emails. 

 
Feb 2—Se7en Wetlands Park Meet at 

the entrance to the park at 500 W Carter 
Rd. Mulberry, FL at 9:00 AM. Turn south off 
of Carter Road and drive through Loyce Harpe Park, 
following the signs to the Se7en Wetlands parking 
area. Meet at the entry gate to the park. Once inside, 
we will be walking two miles (one mile out, one mile 
back) on unpaved, but level, ground. Dress for the 
weather and to bring enough water and energy 
snacks to get you through the morning. Sun screen is 
advisable, as is insect repellant if the weather is 
warm. If you plan to come, please no fy Doug 
DeNeve so we can contact you in case of a change of 
plans. 

Also Feb 2—Na ve Plant Society Walk at 
Le uce Lake, 9 am.  Meet INSIDE the Visitor’s 

Center for the talk, followed by the walk. 

Also Feb 2—1st Annual Fueling Awareness: 
Prescribed Fire Field Day  10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Ed-

ward Medard Conserva on Park (6140 Turkey Creek 
Rd) in Plant City, a family fun event with music, 
games, live animals, prescribed fire equipment de-
mos, and a prescribed fire demonstra on.  TAS will 
have a table and ac vi es here. 

Feb 9 — Le uce Lake Beginners Bird Walk.  
Meet at 9 am in the parking lot by the Visitor’s Cen-
ter at the park to walk the boardwalk with us.  Re-
cent walks have found short tailed hawks overhead, 
blue-headed vireos in the bushes, ovenbirds under 
the boardwalk, and night herons fishing by the wa-
ter.  Come see what else we can find.  Done by noon.  
Leaders are Megan Campbell, Mary Keith and 
Michelle Hoffman. 

Feb 11— TAS North. 11 am. Monday. Meet in 

Crystal Dining Room at Concordia Village, 4100 E 
Fletcher Ave, Tampa.  (Used to be John Knox Village.) 
Speaker will be Pam DeNeve, on Gopher Tortoises, 
with Polly the 3-legged tortoise.    
 

Feb 16‐17—Merri  Island/Cruickshank/
Orlando Wetlands Always a super trip with lots of 

great sigh ngs!  We’ll begin Saturday with a drive 
through Blackpoint Wildlife Drive at Merri  Island  
NWR.  A er lunch in town we travel to Cruickshank 

Preserve to see the FL ScrubJays and more. Sunday 
morning we travel to Orlando Wetlands, then 
home.  Depending on what we find at Blackpoint, 
we may go back to the Refuge Saturday a ernoon 
or evening.  You may choose to drive to Titusville 

Friday evening or early Saturday morning.  Make 
your own hotel reserva ons in Titusville.  Please let 
leader Mary Keith know that you plan to a end, and 
give your cell phone number so that we can be in 
contact.  Ques ons, contact Mary. 

Le uce Lake Beginning Birder Walks 
   Mar 9, Apr 13, May 11 

VOLUNTEERS ARE LOVED AT LETTUCE LAKE! 

The visitors at the Audubon Resource Center at 
Le uce Lake Park would really love having a few 
more volunteers to answer their ques ons!  Du es 
include: be available once every few months for a 
weekend a ernoon to answer ques ons, direct visi-
tors, keep track of numbers at the Visitor Center, and 
maybe lead a walk along the boardwalk.  You will 
need to be cer fied as a County volunteer, and will 
receive orienta on and training.  Contact Roger 
Sheets, ARC Director.  

Ο 
X 

HOUSE SPARROWS 
NEEDED 

 Researchers at USF are 
looking for popula ons of 
house sparrows for re-
search on immunity.  !!!  

If you know where there’s a popula on of house 
sparrows outside of urban Tampa, please contact 
them.  Email Bilal bkoussayer@mail.usf.edu or 
Meredith at kernback@mail.usf.edu, or text the 
loca on to Bilal at 813-966-3255.   



CONTACT LIST FOR TRIP LEADERS and BOARD 

Mary Keith, President, trip leader 
Mary.keith@tampaaudubon.org  
Michelle Hoffman Wrobel, Treasurer 
michelle.hoffman.wrobel@tampaaudubon.org  
Sherry Keller, Secretary, trip leader                     
sherry.keller@tampaaudubon.org  
Nancy Murrah, VP of Board, Raptor Rescue, Eagle 
Watch  Nancy.murrah@tampaaudubon.org 
Connie Anderson, BoD, trip leader  
Connie.anderson@tampaaudubon.org  
Megan Campbell,  BoD Member, trip leader                               
Megan.campbell@tampaaudubon.org   
Doug DeNeve, BoD member, Conserva on Chair,  
trip leader Doug.deneve@tampaaudubon.org  
Pat Lewis, BoD member, past President 
pat.lewis@tampaaudubon.org  
Mic McCarty, BoD Member, trip leader 
Mic.mccarty@tampaaudubon.org  
Lucy Polak, BoD Member                                          
lucy.polak@tampaaudubon.org 
Rob Yoho, BoD Member, trip leader 
rob.yoho@tampaaudubon.org 
 
Roger Sheets, Le uce Lake ARC Volunteer Director 
roger.sheets@tampaaudubon.org  
Sandy Reed, Chair, Hooked Bird Project 
Sandy.reed@tampaaudubon.org  
Mary Miller, Bluebird Box Trail coordinator       
limpkin1945@verizon.net 

 

Membership Renewals 
THANKS TO ALL THE RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS 
WE’VE RECEIVED RECENTLY!  If you haven’t         
renewed in some me, you’re probably due too. 
Renew your Audubon membership through TAS so 
we get the funds sooner.  When you receive your 
renewal no ce from Na onal Audubon, just down-
load the applica on form from our website, or even 
just cut out the address label from the Audubon 
magazine, and send it to us with your check.   We 
then forward your renewal to Na onal, but we’ve 
recorded it here first.  Thank you!! 
 
We welcomed the following new or renewing  
members in January: 
Theo, Cathy,  Patricia, Mic, Rob, Rosamund, Con-
stance  
 

Trip Reports 
 
OLLI started superbly!  We had 16 par cipants, and 

a most coopera ve Ovenbird walking around below 
the boardwalk like it owned the place! 
 
TAS North had a record 33 people in the room to 

meet the Am Kestrel, Red-shouldered Hawk and 
Eastern Screech Owl that Nancy and Ann Marie 
brought along.   
 
And the Beginning Bird Walk at Le uce Lake had 40 
people plus lots of birds, including a short-tailed 
hawk that was seen well by one group, and only 
heard by the other 2 groups. 

 
Channel 13 interviewed Brandt Henningson, our 

contact for the Rock Ponds surveys.  See the 

program at: h p://www.fox13news.com/news/

local-news/acre-by-acre-group-works-to-save-
tampa-bay 

……………………………………………………………………. 
INTERESTED IN GOING TO THE SPRING 
CHIRP BIRDING FESTIVAL IN WESLACO, TX, 
APRIL 24‐27?  Someone would like to know if   

anyone else is interested.  For details, check  
h p://www.springchirp.com/  and let Mary know if 
you’re interested. I’ll get you in touch with the other 
woman.  
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

TERRA CEIA PRESERVE STATE PARK 
BIO‐BLITZ, SAT. MARCH 16 

 
Contact: Tracy Muzyczka 
                    Tracy.Muzyczka@floridadep.gov  
RSVP necessary for details 
 
This is a community event in which teams of volun-
teer scien sts, families, students, teachers, and oth-
ers work together to find and iden fy the many spe-
cies of plants, animals, and other organisms that 
inhabit our surroundings.  



Creating a Native Florida-Friendly 
Landscape in Your Community

Get the insights and inspiration you need to successfully 
implement and maintain native Florida-Friendly landscape 

projects in communities using little to no grass.

UF/IFAS EXTENSION PRESENTS

Presentations:
Keynote Speaker: Steve Turnipseed, Florida Native Plant Society 

February 1, 2019, 10:30am - 3:00pm 
UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas County 

12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL 33774 

Steps to transform a traditional landscape to a native and 
Florida-Friendly landscape

Paula Staples, UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County 
A Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ facelift can minimize pond 
pollution

Frank Galdo, UF/IFAS Extension Pasco County
Why Landscapes Fail - 10 common landscaping mistakes to 
avoid

$12 includes lunch and refreshments 
To register, visit https://nativelandscape.eventbrite.com 
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