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            GENERAL MEETING—Feb 6 
Hillsborough County UF Extension Conference Center, 5339 CR 579, Seffner          

        6 PM Photo Club ~ 7:00 PM  Potluck dinner ~ 7:30 PM Meeting and Program   
Bringing a dish to pass is appreciated, but optional! 

The Avocet 

Tampa Audubon Society, PO Box 320025, Tampa, FL 33679 

Carole also has a photograph included in  
THE FENCE, the largest outdoor photog-

raphy exhibi on in North America, at Na-
than Benderson Park in Sarasota un l Feb 
8.  The address is 5851 Nathan Benderson 

Circle, Sarasota, 34235. 

It’s The Pam and Polly Show! 
 

Pam DeNeve and Polly 
 

"Digging in:  Landlord of the Upland"  
 

Come learn about why the Gopher Tortoise is 
such an important, enigma c species!  Polly the 
Gopher Tortoise will be in a endance  to 
demonstrate  the features that make this      
species so unique.   

 

Pam is a volunteer and head ‘tortoise 
wrangler’ at Circle B Bar Reserve in 
Lakeland.  She was a member of the 
TAS Board of Directors un l Polly stole 
her heart! 

TAS North 
Monday,  Feb 10, 11 am  

Concordia Village, 4100 E Fletcher Ave. 
 

Speaker:  Carole Devillers, Photographer,  

Glimpses of the Iconic Birds of Florida 
 

Carole, a TAS member and photographer/
author, will give a slide show titled  

“They took me by surprise.” 
Her presentation will explain how one falls in 
love with birds, and will give a visual peek 
into the intimate lives of our avian friends in 
Florida and elsewhere in the world. As a pho-
tojournalist, Carole has credits with National 
Geographic Magazine and has worked for 
ten years with Reuters News Pictures in Hai-
ti. 

Her book will be for sale at $30 (cash or 
check), with 10% going to Tampa Audubon. 

It’s a great gift, and it will be signed.  

Free parking.   

http://www.tampaaudubon.org


Upcoming Trip—CHECK WEB PAGE FOR DETAILS! 

March 28—Se7en Wetlands, Mulberry.  9 am to noon. This will be a van ride in the preserve.  MAX 12 

people.  Contact Doug.Deneve@tampaaudubon.org for details and to register! 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 

On  most trips we have binoc-
ulars to loan, so don’t hesi-
tate to come! Unless other-
wise indicated field trips do 
not require advance registra-

on.  Most are free.    Every-
one is welcome!                     

As always, check the TAS website for details.   
 

 See  leader list on the next page for contact emails. 

 
Feb 2—Dunn Treatment Plant, meet 8 

am, BayCare ponds, 2895 Drew St Clearwa-
ter. You will caravan to various loca ons 
around Clearwater for a variety of species, 
including wintering ducks galore!  Owls, brown boo-
bies and more are possible. Contact Sandy at 
Sandy.Townsend@tampaaudubon.org for details.  

Feb 6—General Mee ng, 7 pm 

Feb 8—Le uce Lake Beginners Bird Walk.  
Meet at 9 am in the parking lot by the Visitor’s Center 
to walk the park with us.  Winter residents are back, 
including night herons and more. Done by noon.  Con-
tact Mic.McCarty@tampaaudubon.org for details. 

Feb 10—TAS North. 11 am. Monday, at Concordia, 

4100 E Fletcher, Tampa.  

Feb 15—Ft DeSoto. 8 am, meet at the flagpole just 

a er the toll booth. Bring water, snacks, lunch if you 
want to eat there.  Done by 11.  Contact 
Mic.McCarty@tampaaudubon.org for details. 
 

Feb 29—Sweetwater, Gainesville. Meet 8:30 am 

at 325 SW Williston Rd, Gainesville.  Will also include 
Paynes Prairie.  Snail Kites, marsh birds, more. Bring 
lunch!  Contact Mic.McCarty@tampaaudubon.org for 
details or carpool info.  
 

Le uce Lake Beginning Birder Walks 

  Mar 14, Apr 11, May 9 ‐ 9 am 
 

MEMBERSHIP LIST TROUBLES 

 

Some of you have not been receiving the newsle er 
into your email, or not ge ng the Audubon magazine 
from Na onal.  It’s not your fault!  A er various com-
plaints, Michelle our Treasurer, inves gated.  Na onal 
was backed up to April with ge ng new members into 
their mailing lists! 

 We have tried to convert to an new mail han-
dling system, and found that, to keep us from spam-
ming you, you need to put your email into the list.  If 
you have not received the last 1-2 months of news-

le ers in your email: The link to subscribe 
is  h ps://mailchi.mp/bbd7d086029e/
tas_newsle er  
Please follow the link, and put your email address in 
the system.  

And accept our apologies for all the hassle! 

 
Conserva on Leadership Ini a ve 

On Saturday, January 18, Audubon Florida’s Gulf Coast 

Regional Conserva on Commi ee hosted a Regional 

Conserva on Leadership Ini a ve (CLI) event at the Hills-

borough Extension Office in Seffner. Its purpose was to 

encourage and energize the next genera on of conserva-

on leadership in the state by matching a select group of 

college students with Audubon chapter leaders, who 

serve as mentors, for a day-long event. TAS board mem-

bers/officers Megan Campbell, Doug DeNeve, and Sherry 

Keller, along with former board member Pam DeNeve, all 

served as mentors. Chapter President Mary Keith worked 

behind the scenes to ensure that everyone’s needs were 

met from a facili es standpoint. The program included 

instruc on in leadership, an introduc on to Audubon, 

interac ve sessions meant to help develop leadership 

Ο 
X 

NOTE: OUR FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & CONSUMER SERVICES REGISTRATION NUMBER IS CH18698. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352, TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRA-

TION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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skills, and a field trip highligh ng a conserva on suc-
cess story.  The brief visit to the Rock Ponds Ecologi-
cal Restora on Site was preceded by a talk by Dr. 
Brandt Henningsen, who explained the history of the 
site and told the story of its restora on.  

By all indica ons, the CLI was a big success. The 20 
par cipa ng students, chosen from a pool of over 35 
applicants, were engaged and enthusias c through-
out the day, and impressed the mentors with their 
intelligence and commitment to conserva on. Judg-
ing from their responses to an end-of-day survey and 
informal feedback from both students and mentors, 
they enjoyed the event and le  enthused and in-
spired by what they had learned. Judging from other 
comments received, most of the mentors le  with a 
renewed sense of op mism that future efforts to 
preserve and protect the world’s ecosystems will be 
led by a genera on of outstanding leaders! 

 

Gandy Causeway Clean Up Blitz  

Calling all nature‐lovers! 
With Keep Pinellas County Beau ful (KPCB), Tampa 
Bay Watch, the Florida Department of Transporta-

on, and Ferrovial Services, contractor for FDOT, we 
are mee ng at the east end of the mangroves on the 
Pinellas end of the Gandy Causeway, south side, at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, February 8th, to pick up trash 
that is caught in the mangroves and shorelines.  We 
will finish by noon. 
 

This is part of a larger effort to improve visitor access 
and experiences and protect the water, wildlife, 
mangroves and seagrasses of Tampa Bay from pollu-

on.   
 

Bring yourself and your friends, and if you have one, 
a picker-upper tool, and wear walk-in-the-mud-and-
water shoes (flip flops not recommended), long 
pants and sleeves, a hat, and sunscreen.  Trash bags 
will be provided by KPCB and Ferrovial Services. 
 

Please call for ques ons and informa on. 

THANK YOU! 

Ann Paul, Regional Coordinator 

w: 813.623.6826   c: 813.624.3149 

Audubon Florida Florida Coastal Islands Sanctuaries 

Sponsor a Nes ng Box on the  

Flatwoods Park Bluebird Trail 

 

Tampa Audubon Society monitors fi y-six nes ng 
boxes on Flatwoods Park’s seven mile paved hiking/ 
biking loop in Thonotosassa. For $10 per box, you 
can help TAS provide safe, predator-free nes ng 
boxes where the birds can successfully raise their 
chicks. This money also pays for educa onal bro-
chures and any other materials needed for the trail. 

To sponsor a box or boxes, complete the sponsor-
ship form on TAS website (tampaaudubon.com). 
Under Resources, click on Bluebird Boxes, then 
Sponsor a Box and send the completed form, along 
with your check made out to Tampa Audubon Socie‐
ty to Mary Miller at the address listed. In return, she 
will send you a weekly ac vity report from March 
through August of what is going on in your box, such 
as whether you have a bluebird, Carolina chickadee, 
or tu ed tmouse nest, eggs, chicks, or fledglings. 
Thank you for your support! 

Mary Miller, Flatwoods Park Bluebird Trail Monitor  

 

 

Upper photo by George 
Veazey             

 

Le  photo by Mary Miller 

 



 
 

 

  

CONTACT LIST FOR TRIP LEADERS and BOARD 

Mary Keith, President, trip leader 
Mary.keith@tampaaudubon.org  
Michelle Hoffman Wrobel, Treasurer, trip leader 
michelle.hoffman.wrobel@tampaaudubon.org  
Sherry Keller, Secretary, trip leader                     
sherry.keller@tampaaudubon.org  
Connie Anderson, BoD, trip leader  
Connie.anderson@tampaaudubon.org  
Megan Campbell,  BoD Member, trip leader                               
Megan.campbell@tampaaudubon.org   
Doug DeNeve, BoD member, Conserva on Chair,  
trip leader Doug.deneve@tampaaudubon.org  
Pat Lewis, BoD member, past President 
pat.lewis@tampaaudubon.org  
Mic McCarty, BoD Member, trip leader 
Mic.mccarty@tampaaudubon.org  
Lucy Polak, BoD Member, trip leader                                          
lucy.polak@tampaaudubon.org 
Sandy Townsend, BoD Member, Event Coordinator 
Sandy.townsend@tampaaudubon.org 
  
Roger Sheets, Le uce Lake ARC Volunteer Director 
roger.sheets@tampaaudubon.org  
Sandy Reed, Chair, Hooked Bird Project 
Sandy.reed@tampaaudubon.org  
Mary Miller, Bluebird Box Trail coordinator       
limpkin1945@verizon.net 
Nancy Murrah, Raptor Rescue, 205-1851 
Nancy.murrah@tampaaudubon.org 

Membership  
Welcome to all the New and Renewing 
Members we’re received! If you haven’t         
renewed in some me, you’re probably due too. 
Renew your Audubon membership through TAS so 
we get the funds sooner.  When you receive your 
renewal no ce from Na onal Audubon, just renew 
on our website, download the applica on form 
from our website, or cut out the address label from 
the Audubon magazine, and send it to us with your 
check.   We then forward your renewal to Na onal, 
but we’ve recorded it here first.  Thank you!! 
 
We welcomed the following new or renewing  
members this past month:  Yippee!   
 
Gerard, Patricia, Logan, Steven, Jeanne, Laura 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE LOVED AT LETTUCE LAKE! 

 

The visitors at the Newly Remodeled Audubon      
Resource Center at Le uce Lake Park would really 
love having a few more volunteers to answer visi-
tors’ ques ons!  Du es include: be available once 
every few months for a weekend a ernoon to an-
swer ques ons, direct visitors, keep track of num-
bers at the Visitor Center, and rarely lead a walk 
along the boardwalk.  You will be cer fied as a Coun-
ty volunteer, and will receive orienta on and train-
ing.     Contact Roger Sheets, ARC Director.  

 

January Field Trips 

The trip to St Mark’s NWR  was a great success        
as you can see, thanks to Sandy Reed’s photos: 

 

 

 

 

Sora 

 

Vermillion flycatcher 

Clapper Rail 

Great Blue Heron and 

YES! American  

Flamingo! 

mailto:Mary.keith@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:michelle.hoffman.wrobel@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:sherry.keller@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Connie.anderson@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Megan.campbell@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Doug.deneve@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:pat.lewis@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Mic.mccarty@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:lucy.polak@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Sandy.townsend@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:roger.sheets@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:Sandy.reed@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:limpkin1945@verizon.net
mailto:Nancy.murrah@tampaaudubon.org


Benefit Exhibi on – Carrollwood Cultural Center, 
Featured Ar st Gallery 

NATURE’S PALETTE  

Benefi ng Tampa Audubon Society 

Ar st: Bibzie Priori 

February 1, 2020—March 31, 2020 

Ar st Meet & Greets 

Friday, February 8 / 5‐8 pm 

Friday, March 20 / 5:30‐7:30 pm 

 

A por on of the 

proceeds from this 2-month long exhibi on will be awarded to 

the Tampa Audubon Society.  Meet the ar st, Bibzie Priori, at a 

recep on on March 20, 2020 from 5:00 PM-8:00 PM. Snacks, a 

wine bar, and musical entertainment will be provided.  A repre-

senta ve from The Tampa Audubon Society will also be availa-

ble for discussion that evening.  

Bibzie has always been interested in 

nature and conserva on issues, but it 

was re rement that has allowed her 

the me to focus on bringing aware-

ness to others through her art.  

Bibzie shares her enthusiasm with  

her husband, Roger Sheets. They sup-

port several nature and wildlife con-

serva on organiza ons by dona ng 

por on of Bibzie’s income from her art to those groups. Both have been very in-

volved with the Tampa Audubon Society and support the organiza ons endeavor 

“To conserve and restore our ecosystems, focusing on birds, wildlife, and their 

habitats, through educa on, advocacy, and community involvement” for many 

years.  

For more informa on contact:  

Bibzie Priori 

bibz.priori@gmail.com 

772-332-9773 

Carrollwood Cultural Center 
4537 Lowell Road 
Tampa, FL 33618 

Phone: (813) 269-1310 

Phone: (813) 922-8167 

mailto:bibz.priori@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

Volunteers Needed to Assist with 

Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey 

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 

(St. Petersburg, Florida) 

March-April 2020 
 
 

 

 

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve is home to the largest remaining population of gopher tortoises in the 

southern Pinellas Peninsula.  Preserve visitors can easily watch this threatened species foraging 

in the uplands, as well as view their burrows.  These burrows serve as important homes or 

refugia for at least 364 other species that occur throughout the tortoise’s range. 

 

A new gopher tortoise burrow survey will be conducted in the preserve’s uplands during March-

April 2020.  Conducted by Heinrich Ecological Services, this survey will provide data resulting 

in the production of new distribution maps, an updated estimate of population size, and 

determination of tortoise density per management section.  This information will be used by City 

staff to assess current habitat management strategies and guide future efforts related to this 

species.  A large number of volunteers will be needed to complete this project.  This is an 

opportunity for individuals to learn about the ecology of this threatened species, while 

participating in actual wildlife research. 

 

Please contact george@heinrichecologicalservices.com or call (727) 599-1843 for additional 

information on this imperiled species, or how to become involved with this project. 

 

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, Lake Maggiore Environmental Education Center 

(1101 Country Club Way S., St. Petersburg, Florida) 
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