
             

          Tampa Audubon Society  
       November 2018 Newsletter   
                  www.tampaaudubon.org 

            GENERAL MEETING—NOVEMBER 1 
Hillsborough County UF Extension Conference Center, 5339 CR 579, Seffner          

        6 PM Photo Club ~ 7:00 PM  Potluck dinner ~ 7:30 PM Meeting and Program   
Bringing a dish to pass is optional. 

November Speaker—George Heinrich 

A Big Turtle Year 
 
About  59% of all turtles 
worldwide are being 
threatened with ex nc-

on. The goal of The Big 
Turtle Year ini a ve is to 
increase awareness re-
garding the status of the 
o en overlooked US spe-

cies and to emphasize their rich diversity, natural histo-
ry, and conserva on. Throughout 2017, Florida Turtle 
Conserva on Trust researchers visited numerous sites 
accompanied by other biologists and conserva onists in 
an effort to see as many species as possible during a sin-
gle year, while examining threats and conserva on ac-

ons needed.  
 
George L. Heinrich is a field biologist and environmental 
educator specializing in Florida rep les. His company, 
Heinrich Ecological Services, is based in St. Petersburg, 
and conducts wildlife surveys and research, natural his-
tory programming, and nature-based tours. His current 
work focuses on the ecology and conserva on of gopher 
tortoises at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. 

The Avocet 

Tampa Audubon Society, PO Box 320025, Tampa, FL 33679 

HOUSE SPARROWS NEEDED!   

 Researchers at USF are looking for popula ons 

of house sparrows, to test the effects of light 

(shopping center lights, etc.) on their immunity 

to Zika and other viruses.  But they can't find 

enough sparrows!!!  If you know where there’s a 

popula on of house sparrows outside of urban 

Tampa, please contact them.  Email Bilal bkous-

sayer@mail.usf.edu or Meredith at kern-

back@mail.usf.edu, or text the loca on to Bilal at 

813-966-3255.  The research is being done under 

Dr. Lynn Mar n, Dept of Integra ve Biology.                       

                                  Thank you!! 

WANTED! 
NEEDED! 

THANK YOU!! 

To all who 

helped in any 

way with the 

Fes val! 

We greatly appreci-

ate all the assistance, 

because without everyone, from trip leaders or 

speakers to daily volunteers, it would not be pos-

sible.   

If you receive a survey form, please  fill it out and 

return it.  It’s your feedback that will make other 

fes vals be er. 

http://www.tampaaudubon.org
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 

On  most trips we have bin-
oculars to loan, so don’t hesi-
tate to come! Unless other-
wise indicated field trips do 
not require advance registra-

on.  Most are free.  Every-
one is welcome!  As always, 
check the TAS website for details.   
  See  leader list on the next page for contact emails. 

 

NOV 6—ELECTION DAY—VOTE! 
 

Nov 10 — Le uce Lake Beginners 
Bird Walk.  Meet at 9 am in the parking 

lot by the Visitor’s Center at the park to walk the 
boardwalk with us.  Recent walks have found short 
tailed hawks overhead, yellow throated warblers in 
the bushes, and waders by the (high) water.  Come 
see what else we can find.  Done by noon.  Leader is 
Sandy Reed. 
 

Mon, Nov 12 
TAS North 11 

am. Meet in 
Crystal Dining 
Room at Con-
cordia Village, 
4100 W Fletch-
er Ave, Tampa.  
Speaker will be 
Roger Sheets, 

Director Audubon Resource Center at Le uce Lake 
Park, with “Spring in Hillsborough County”, a visual 
presenta on of how birds change their colora on 
and feathers during nes ng season. Anyone is wel-
come, but please email Pat Lewis at 
pat.lewis@tampaaudubon.org in advance so she can 
let them know how many to expect. 
 

Nov 18—Sweetwater, Prairie Creek.  Sweetwa-

ter Wetlands Park consists of more than 125 acres of 
wetlands and ponds created to improve the water 
quality of wetlands in Payne’s Prairie and the Flori-
dan Aquifer.  It is now a thriving habitat filled with 
vast numbers of plants and animals, including birds, 

bu erflies, alligators and Florida cracker horses. We 
will walk a mile or so of the crushed gravel trail and 
boardwalk. We can expect wintering northern 
ducks, snipe, least bi erns, a variety of raptors and 
migra ng passerines.   

Op onal addi on ‐ Prairie Creek Preserve is several 
miles SE of Gainesville.  It encompasses a variety of 
uplands and lowlands, and we’ll sample several of 

them in search of sparrows and winter feeding 
flocks. Wear rubber boots or old shoes you don’t 
mind ge ng wet, as the trail can be soggy or even 
flooded. Prairie Creek has had eleven species of spar-
row with Vesper, Henslow’s and Grasshopper Spar-
rows found in November.  The trail may involve une-
ven terrain and/or walking distances one to two mi. 

Plan to meet at Sweetwater, 325 SW Williston Road, 
Gainesville, FL 32608, at 8 am.  $5 parking fee, bring 
cash.  Bring water, snacks, and lunch. We’ll walk at 
Sweetwater, then drive another half hour to Prairie 
Creek.  There are very few places to eat on the way 
to Prairie Creek, so plan to eat at Sweetwater before 
we leave.  Contact leaders Mic McCarty 
mic.mccarty@tampaaudubon.org or Mary Keith 
mary.keith@tampaaudubon.org for maps, details, or 
if you want to carpool up and back.  

 

Sat, Nov 24.  Na ve Plant Society walk, 
Le uce Lake Park, 9 am.  Meet at Visitor Center.  $2 
park entrance fee. 

 

Le uce Lake Beginning Birder Walks 
  Dec 8, Jan 12, Feb 9 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE LOVED AT LETTUCE LAKE! 

The visitors at the Audubon Resource Center at 
Le uce Lake Park would really love having a few 
more volunteers to answer their ques ons!  Du es 
include: be available once every few months for a 
weekend a ernoon to answer ques ons, direct visi-
tors, keep track of numbers at the Visitor Center, and 
maybe lead a walk along the boardwalk.  You will 
need to be cer fied as a County volunteer, and will 
receive orienta on and training.  Contact Roger 
Sheets, ARC Director. 

Ο 
X 
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Trip Reports 
 
Those who missed the Saddle Creek walk with Doug 
DeNeve missed one great trip!  There were 10 spe‐
cies of warblers sighted on that walk, 4 species of 
vireos, 2 Swainson’s thrushes and a yellow billed 
cuckoo, plus all the usual ‘stuff’ of a Florida walk by 
the wetlands. 
 
The teams at the Rock Ponds survey had Wilson’s 
plovers, northern flickers, meadowlarks and more, 
but the scou ng team several days before had more 
fun.  Supposedly they were checking the condi ons 
of the roads, but managed to watch a caracara chase 
an osprey off its fish!  And here is Doug’s proof! 

The field trip to Lower Green Swamp was not quite 
as spectacular, but the Prairie warbler in the sunlight 
was ‘brilliant’! 
 

TAS North Mee ng 
 
The second mee ng of TAS North at Concordia Vil-
lage had 17 people present.  If you live in the area, 
or just don’t like driving at night to our regular 
mee ngs, please come to the TAS North mee ngs.  
No business, just a presenta on, and opportunity for 
lunch in the cafeteria a erwards.  Let Pat Lewis 
know that you’re coming. 
 

Audubon Assembly 
Audubon Assembly, the statewide gathering of 
members, Chapter officers, and Audubon Florida 
employees, is Oct 18-20, in West Palm Beach. Go to 
h p://fl.audubon.org/about-us/audubon-assembly 
 
  Florida Ornithological Society  
The annual Fall mee ng of FOS will be held Nov 2-3,  

at Florida Atlan c Univ in Davie.  Anyone is wel-
come, deadline to register is the end of the month.  
Check www.fosbirds.org for more informa on.  You 
can join FOS whether you go to the mee ngs or not, 
to support research and conserva on of our birds.  

CONTACT LIST FOR TRIP LEADERS and BOARD 

Mary Keith, President, trip leader 
Mary.keith@tampaaudubon.org  
Michelle Hoffman Wrobel, Treasurer 
michelle.hoffman.wrobel@tampaaudubon.org  
Sherry Keller, Secretary, trip leader                     
sherry.keller@tampaaudubon.org  
Nancy Murrah, VP of Board, Raptor Rescue, Eagle 
Watch  Nancy.murrah@tampaaudubon.org 
Connie Anderson, BoD, trip leader  
Connie.anderson@tampaaudubon.org  
Megan Campbell,  BoD Member, trip leader                               
Megan.campbell@tampaaudubon.org   
Doug DeNeve, BoD member, Conserva on Chair,  
trip leader Doug.deneve@tampaaudubon.org  
Pat Lewis, BoD member, past President 
pat.lewis@tampaaudubon.org  
Mic McCarty, BoD Member, trip leader 
Mic.mccarty@tampaaudubon.org  
Lucy Polak, BoD Member                                          
lucy.polak@tampaaudubon.org 
Rob Yoho, BoD Member, trip leader 
rob.yoho@tampaaudubon.org 
 
Roger Sheets, Le uce Lake ARC Volunteer Director 
roger.sheets@tampaaudubon.org  
Sandy Reed, Chair, Hooked Bird Project 
Sandy.reed@tampaaudubon.org  
Mary Miller, Bluebird Box Trail coordinator       
limpkin1945@verizon.net 

 

Membership Renewals 
THANKS TO ALL THE RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS 
WE’VE RECEIVED RECENTLY!  If you haven’t         
renewed in some me, you’re probably due too. 
Renew your Audubon membership through TAS so 
we get the funds sooner.  When you receive your 
renewal no ce from Na onal Audubon, just down-
load the applica on form from our website, or even 
just cut out the address label from the Audubon 
magazine, and send it to us with your check.   We 
then forward your renewal to Na onal, but we’ve 
recorded it here first.  Thank you!! 
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