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Eastern or Western Bluebird Nestbox
MATERIALS LIST 

•	 Standard board 1” x 6” x 4’ long 
•	 Standard Board 1” x 10” x 10 1/2” long (for roof) 
•	 1-3/4” galvanized nails or screws - approx. 20 
•	 1-3/4” galvanized screw or nail for pivot point - 2 
•	 Double-headed nail for holding door closed - 1

Board Diagram
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Construction Plan

Special note: A 1«” hole should be used where the ranges for 
Eastern or Western Bluebirds overlap with Mountain Bluebirds.
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A Plan for a Stovepipe Predator Baffle

Wrap electrical tape onto pole
beneath straps to keep them from
slipping down.

Bolt hanger iron
straps around
mounting pole
using #8-32 x
¾ machine
screws and nuts.

Using tinsnips, shape hardware cloth into a circle. Make a small cut in the center so it will slip over
the mounting pole. Bend the edges of the hardware cloth down and slide it snugly into the
stovepipe. Cut four tabs on the top end of the stovepipe. Bend them inward, over the hardware
cloth.

Bolt the hanger iron straps together in the center, around the mounting pole. Bend the free ends
outward to support the hardware cloth. A few wraps of electrical tape below the strap attachment
will keep it from slipping down the pole. Slide the stovepipe assembly over the top of the mounting
pole, resting it on the hanger straps. Attach the nest box onto the pole, with the bottom of the box
about six inches above the top of the baffle. Smear a heavy-duty wax (for example, carnauba wax) on
the pole beneath the baffle to repel ants.

Printed with permission from Bluebirds Forever (Toops 1994)
Plan design by Ron Kingston, Sialia 13(2):56–57
Art reference from “Enjoying Bluebirds More” in Bird Watcher’s Digest (1-800-879-2473)

Materials List

Galvanized stovepipe .................... 8 diameter x 24–36
½ hardware cloth............................................... 8circle
¾ galvanized pipe for mounting ........................ 7 long
Hanger iron strips (2) ......................................... 8 long
Hardware ........ (2) #8–32 x ¾ machine screws and nuts



Predator Guard Construction 

Plans for Wooden Posts 
 

Fits over 8’ long, 4” X 4” pressure-treated wooden post* 
 

(*posts as sold by Lowe’s, Home Depot or other suppliers are actually by 3 ½” X 3 ½”) 
 

Supplies: 
 

  1/4-inch hardware cloth (cut in 13” diameter circle – circle should be 
marked/squared with the squares of the hardware cloth). A 4” x 4” square 
should be marked in the center of the circle with a black magic marker, but 
not cut out. From each corner of the square mark a diagonal line to the 
opposite corner. Cut the center square from corner to corner to form an 
“X” that will form four triangles from the outside of the original square. Do 
not cut the side of the original square. These will be turned down and 
attached to the post (see below installation text and Figures 2 and 3). 

 

 

  Two 4”  galvanized  metal  right-angle  braces  for  each post  (available in 
hardware department of store). Will need two galvanized wood screws 
(3/4” or 1” long “Phillips” head) to hold each of the braces to the post. If 
you  do  not  use  galvanized  braces  and  screws,  the  chemicals  in  the 
pressure-treated post will rapidly corrode the metal. 

 

 

  12” diameter stovepipe (minimum 24” long). Can be purchased at air 
conditioning   supply   stores.   We   found   them   60”   long   at   Alert   Air 
Conditioning in Tampa, and they cut them into two 30” long stovepipes. 
This diameter is not available in a hardware store. 

 

 

  Galvanized  or “Grip-Rite” Primeguard Ten® Exterior wood screws – 2” 
long to hold bird box to posts (three for each box/post).   Screws should 
have a “Philips” head for ease of attachment. As the pressure-treated wood 
is often quite hard, use of a power screwdriver or drill is recommended. 

 

Installation: 
 

  Place the 8-foot long post 2½ - 3 feet in ground, using a posthole auger. Use 
a level to assure verticality of the post. Add dirt around the post and hole 
and tightly tamp it to hold the post solidly. 



 

  At least 22” from the top of the wooden post (Figure 1), attach the two 
right-angle braces on opposite sides with wood screws inserted in the 2 
bottom screw holes of the braces (the top screw hole will be used to secure 
the hardware cloth). Do not install four braces; the assembled predator 
guard should “wobble” on these braces to hinder climbing by raccoons. 

 

 
 

Figure 1 



 
 

 

Slide the 13” diameter circle hardware cloth over top of post to the top of 
the right-angle braces (Figure 2). The folded triangles should point 
downward. Using the top screw hole of the angle brace, secure two of the 
turned down center triangle cuts with two screws. 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2 



 

  The other two triangles are secured (Figure 3) with a staple gun. 
 

 
 

Figure 3 
 

  Slightly  turn  down  the  outer  edge  of  the  13”  diameter  circle  of  the 
hardware cloth. This will allow the stovepipe to easily fit over the hardware 
cloth. 



 

  Slide stovepipe (with four sections cut and turned down as shown in Figure 
4) on top of hardware cloth. Make sure two of the turned down stovepipe 
cuts rest on the right-angle braces. 

 

 

 

Figure 4 



 

  Attach birdhouse to the side of the top of the post (Figure 5).  Use three 
galvanized screws. 

 

 

 

Figure 5 
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